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HOUSE JOINT RESOLUTION 879
By  Hood

A RESOLUTION to honor and commend Professor Patrick Doyle
for laudable service to the people of Tennessee.

WHEREAS, it is fitting that the members of this General Assembly should salute those

persons who through their personal and professional efforts have distinguished themselves as

community leaders of whom we can all be proud; and

WHEREAS, one such noteworthy person is Patrick Doyle, who was recently honored for

his outstanding service with the Presidential Service Award, considered the nation's highest

honor for volunteer service; and

WHEREAS, an acclaimed Biology professor at Middle Tennessee State University,

Patrick Doyle received this prestigious award for his meritorious service in developing and

supporting the recycling program at MTSU; and

WHEREAS, the program was begun in 1972 by Professor Doyle and officers of the

Biology Club at MTSU; and
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WHEREAS, since the program's inception, between $400,000 and $450,000 have been

raised from the proceeds of more than 11 million pounds of recyclable material; and

WHEREAS, the funds are largely channeled to support scholarships at MTSU; they

provide the opportunity for students to finance their education and reward those who have made

great efforts to maintain high academic standards; and

WHEREAS, Professor Doyle’s dedication to the students and his commitment to quality

and equitable education are displayed daily; an astounding 35 scholarships are granted every

year as a result of the recycling program, ranging form $500 to $2,000 each; and

WHEREAS, the environmental effects of this remarkable program are far-reaching, as

Mr. Doyle states, “we have saved in energy an equivalent to that found in over 600 million

pounds of coal. That means that coal wasn’t burned, didn’t produce air pollution, and we’ve left

that coal for the next generation”; and

WHEREAS, 102 million pounds of newspaper, and 1.3 million pounds of office paper

have been recycled as a direct result of the program, saving approximately 100,000 trees in the

process; and

WHEREAS, the program has been recognized with the Point of Light Award; it was one

of twenty volunteer programs selected from over 3,000 worthy nominees; and

WHEREAS, Professor Doyle and the other honorees were awarded with medals

recognizing their services by President Clinton in the Oval Office of the White House; and

WHEREAS, a humble and modest man, Patrick Doyle was honored to be among such

an elite group of extraordinary recipients who were recognized for their selfless gift of service;

and

WHEREAS, Professor Doyle epitomizes the spirit and commitment that is characteristic

of a true Tennessean; and
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WHEREAS, this General Assembly finds it appropriate to pause in its deliberations to

acknowledge and applaud Patrick Doyle for his dedication to the state of Tennessee and its

citizens; now, therefore,

BE IT RESOLVED BY THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES OF THE ONE HUNDRED

FIRST GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF TENNESSEE, THE SENATE

CONCURRING, That we hereby honor and commend Patrick Doyle for his service to the state

of Tennessee and extend to him our best wishes for every future success.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, That an appropriate copy of this resolution be prepared

for presentation with this final clause omitted from such copy.


